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SARATOGA SHAKESPEARE COMPANY

DEEP INTO 2010 FUNDRAISING SEASON

Company seeking key sponsors for 10th Anniversary season

Heroes welcome; Villains begone!
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY, April 19, 2010 – Everyone loves a hero. This is the mantra of this year’s Saratoga Shakespeare Company fundraising campaign. Celebrating it’s 10th anniversary, the company seeks major sponsors and donors at every level to make possible this summer’s production of Hamlet, Shakespeare’s most famous and haunting play. 

“Everyone plays a part on our stage,” said William Finlay, artistic director of Saratoga Shakespeare Company and director of this year’s production. “Without generous financial support from both private and corporate donors, there would not be a Saratoga Shakespeare Company.”
The season depends on the support of businesses, individuals, and grants. “We are proud to have received support from the Saratoga Foundation, the Wright Family Foundation, the Saratoga Program for Arts Funding, the Saratoga Rotary, and several other businesses and individuals – but we still have a long way to go, and many sponsorship opportunities remain available,” said Finlay. “Consider becoming one of our major season sponsors. Together, we can keep the true spirit of Shakespearean drama alive and well for everyone in the Capital Region to enjoy.”
Although Saratoga Shakespeare Company’s performances are free professional productions of Shakespeare’s work, they do cost money. The Company has the same costs associated with Broadway productions – actors, a director, housing, transportation, insurance, costume designers, sound technicians, and technical directors. “We couldn’t afford the experienced performers necessary for an authentic Shakespearean performance without the help from those who are truly committed to supporting the arts in our community,” said Finlay.
Saratoga Shakespeare Company began with the mission of bringing professional actors to perform in some of the greatest, most entertaining plays ever written, and presenting them outdoors – for free – in the beautiful setting of Saratoga’s historic Congress Park. As part of the growing arts scene in the Capital Region, Saratoga Shakespeare Company has become one of the cultural highlights of the Saratoga summer season.
“If you have attended our performances, you know that our audience includes people of all ages, from all around the Capital Region. We are especially delighted that we have introduced so many young community members to Shakespeare, not as required school reading but as living, breathing theater. We depend on our community to help us continue bringing professional Shakespeare to everyone,” said Finlay. “The generosity of our community has enabled us to make our vision a reality, allowing over 30,000 playgoers to laugh at fairies, weep at star-crossed lovers, hiss at villains, marvel at spirits and monsters, and delight in the magic of live, professional Shakespeare.”

 Hamlet will be performed on the Alfred Z. Solomon Stage in historic Congress Park, Tuesday through Saturday, July 13-17 and July 20-24, at 6 pm; and Sunday, July 18 and 25, at 3 pm. As always, performances are free, and Congress Park is fully accessible.
Saratoga Shakespeare Company, Inc. is a nonprofit corporation fulfilling the need for live, professional productions of the works of William Shakespeare in the Capital Region. To support the vision and mission of Saratoga Shakespeare Company, contact William Finlay at 518.209.5514 or by e-mail at finlayw@union.edu. For more information about the Company, visit www.saratogashakespeare.com. Become a fan on Facebook.
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